10th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 2, 2026 Grace

Introduction to the day

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus
feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who
are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away
as bread for the hungry.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance.
Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an
everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was
a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16)

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan.
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God'’s children, having God’s
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - True Abundance

In our gospel reading, Jesus hears about John the Baptizer’s death and wants to be alone, to withdraw “to a
deserted place” (Matthew 14:13). But the crowds follow him, the disciples follow him, and it seems everyone
wants something from him. Jesus’ response is compassionate, and he meets their needs, healing those who
were sick. Then evening falls, and the disciples come to him with a request: “You’ve healed everyone. Now
send them home. They can buy food in the villages for themselves.”

Some compassion is needed here for the disciples too. With the twelve of them plus Jesus, there are at least
thirteen people to feed with what they have—just five loaves and two fish. That’s not enough even for them.

So Jesus does this miracle—he takes what he is given and multiplies it so everyone has something to eat, and
there are twelve baskets left over. (Twelve baskets means one for each disciple to carry and then realize that
true abundance comes from Jesus!)

The miracle fed the people, but it also taught the disciples that, with Jesus, there is always compassion and
always enough to share. After feeding the thousands, each disciple now had a basket full of food. By sharing
what they had, through Jesus they received back more than they had to begin with.



This is the true message of Matthew’s text today: God gives us what we need, we share what we have with
others, and in the end, we are given more than we could ever imagine. This is loving the neighbor. This is
being God’s grace in the world. At no time is sending people away God’s answer. Jesus taught his disciples
this important lesson, and we continue to learn and struggle with it today.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless the ministry of
readers, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed and nourished. Bless
the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. As this week we
remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our
hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. Feed all who struggle
with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit especially for Chris
Burchat, Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Claude Jeannotte, Lillian Jeannotte, Glenda Panke, Joanne Robinson,
Bernadette Schueneman, Adam Schroeder, Heather Schruder, Doug Sell, Roy Zadow, those in long term care
facilities and senior residences. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts,
those who need your healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in you. Bless all your
faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for this community. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness continues to inspire the
church. By their example, may we trust your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace.
Amen.
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Announcements:

Sunday, August 2"¢ — 10th Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 AM — Grace — Holy Communion

Grace — Helpers — Greeter: Gavin Pape; Reader: Michael Johnson
Communion Assistants: Donna Freitag and Margaret Weckwerth
Bell Ringer: Zig Mintha; Elevator: Claude Jeannotte;

Head Usher: Zig Mintha

Monday, August 3rd
9: 00 AM to 3:00 PM - Quilting at Grace

Tuesday, August 4th
10:00 AM — Bible Study

Saturday, August 8
7:00 PM — Off The Grid Productions “Valdy” Concert.

Sunday, August 9th — 11th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Grace — Holy Communion

Grace — Helpers — Greeter: Marc and Angela Mercier;
Reader: Brian Weckwerth

Bell Ringer: Zig Mintha; Elevator: Claude Jeannotte;
Head Usher: Zig Mintha

Witness Committee Meeting following worship




