Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 10, 2026

Introduction to the day

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of
every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of
truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will
transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy
receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

A reading from Acts.

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish
or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven
and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

A reading from 1 Peter.

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and
persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

The holy gospel according to John.

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments
and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - The Perspective of Love

It has been said that, on our journey of discipleship, each of us receives new eyeglasses. These glasses have a
prescription that filters out all the cobwebs and distractions, giving us the ability to see everything through
love. If we wonder what a particular scripture passage means, we read and interpret it through love. If we
wonder how to make a big decision, we discern it through love. If we wonder how to respond to a
challenging person or situation, we consider responses through the perspective of love.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments,” Jesus says to his disciples (John 14:15). Loving Jesus
means keeping his commandments, and keeping his commandments means loving: loving God, loving our
neighbors as ourselves, and seeing our neighbors and ourselves in the same way our God of grace and
forgiveness sees us.



We are not left on our own to maintain this perspective of love in all that we see, think, say, and do. Jesus
promises that he and the Holy Spirit will not only be alongside us but will also live in us forever.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs
of all creation.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and one another.
Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide unpolluted
habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and lawyers,
gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are unhoused, feed those
undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill especially Chris
Burchat, Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Glenda Panke, Marilyn Schneider,
Carolyn Schroeder, Heather Schruder, Doug Sell, Kimberly Thom, Roy Zadow and those in long term care

facilities and senior residences. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts,
those who need your healing touch Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, bless all who
provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Today, we remember our sister, Janet Mclntyre. Inspire
us by the example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and
salvation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements:

Sunday May 10th - Easter 6 — Mother’s Day

10:30 AM — Grace — SOW - Sunday School singing

Following worship, join the Sunday School downstairs for ice-cream.
2:30 PM — Bonnechere Manor Service

Monday, May 11th
9: 00 AM to 3:00 PM - Quilting at Grace

4:00 PM — Confirmation

Tuesday, May 12th
10:00 AM — Bible Study

Thursday, May 14th
Pastor’s Day Off

9:00 AM to 11:30 AM — Toy Bus
10:00 AM — Grace Choir
1:00 PM — Worship & Music Meeting

Saturday, May 16th
9:00 AM — Outdoor Clean Up Day at Sebastopol

10:00 PM — Baptism at Grace
Sunday May 17th - Ascension of Our Lord
9:00 AM — Bonnechere — Holy Communion

10:30 AM — Grace — Holy Communion

Home Communions and Home Visits

Do you or do you know someone who may be interested in receiving Holy Communion or a visit from Pastor
Ralph? Please contact the church office at 613 628-1392 or send an e-mail to Pastor Ralph at

ralph.weigold@sympatico.ca

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE TREASURER AND RECORDING SECRETARY
If you donate through electronic funds transfer and are changing bank accounts please advise Ron or Brian
with your new banking information to ensure your donations are properly withdrawn from your new

account. Many thanks! Ron and Brian
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