Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 3, 2026

Introduction to the day

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission
in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to
follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

A reading from Acts.

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

A reading from 1 Peter.

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - Love, Love, Love
That’s what it’s all about! Jesus loves.

Jesus’ love is a constant in scripture. From his humble birth to his teachings, parables, healing miracles,
feeding of the multitudes, power over creation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus loves.

Some people wanted the Messiah to take a much different approach. They thought their savior would come
as a strong military leader, but Jesus did not start a violent overthrow of the Roman Empire. He just could not
and would not do anything in conflict with love. He gave himself up and loved until the very end. In his last
breath on the cross, he forgave everyone involved in crucifying him. This is the depth of the amazing love of
God shown to us in Christ Jesus.

Stephen, “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5), strove to live as Jesus lived and to love as Jesus
loved. As he was being stoned to death, Stephen shouted, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (7:60).



Following Jesus was not easy for Stephen and other early Christians. It is not easy today. But in today’s
gospel reading, Jesus assures his followers—then and now—of three things. First, the great doors to a place
with God will be open to us, in a house with many rooms. Second, he is the way, truth, and life, and by
knowing him, we come to know God the Father. Third, we can ask him for anything. These are promises of
Jesus’ continuing care for us, for people of every time and place, and for all creation.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs
of all creation.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and
bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. Protect all you
have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace and justice.
Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who
seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort
those who are sick especially Chris Burchat, Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L.
Hoffman, Glenda Panke, Marilyn Schneider, Carolyn Schroeder, Heather Schruder, Doug Sell and those in

long term care facilities and senior residences. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing
hands in this world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your love in the
world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never separated from
you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements:

Sunday May 3rd - Easter 5

Sunday May 3 at 10:30 will be a presentation of songs and scripture by the Hands Up Puppeteers from
WWCC. This will be held upstairs for the whole congregation followed by a potluck luncheon (i.e.
sandwiches, veggies, fruit, cookies, etc) in the church hall.

Monday, May 4th

9: 00 AM to 3:00 PM - Quilting at Grace

4:00 PM — Confirmation

Tuesday, May 5th

10:00 AM — Bible Study

Thursday, May 7th
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM — Toy Bus

10:00 AM - Grace Choir

Friday, May 8th

Pastor’'s Day Off

Saturday, May 9th

9:00 AM — Outdoor Clean Up Day at Grace

1:00 PM — Fairfield Worship

Sunday May 10th - Easter 6 — Mother’s Day

10:30 AM — Grace — SOW - Sunday School singing

Following worship, join the Sunday School downstairs for ice-cream.
2:30 PM — Bonnechere Manor Service




