Sunday, February 15, 2026
Transfiguration of Our Lord

Introduction to the day

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today
and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s
beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey
from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This
word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of
Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to
enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory of
the LORD” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain
God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments.

PSALM: Psalm 2
You are my son; this day have I begotten you. (Ps. 2:7)

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of
the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, and
John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD - What Goes Up

The law of gravity dictates that whatever goes up must come down. Even with its dazzling mountaintop
revelation, the transfiguration story quickly reminds us that if Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, then
not even God’s beloved can escape death’s inevitable pull. Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up the
mountain, but very soon they will be on their way down again. Suddenly, Jesus is gloriously
transformed before the three disciples; then, just as suddenly, Jesus speaks of his impending death.

The transfiguration is a story of both fulfillment and foretaste. The appearance of Moses and Elijah
reminds us of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, during his sermon on another
mountain (Matthew 5:17). The startling turn toward talk of his suffering and death gives us a foretaste
of the “mountain” at Golgotha he has yet to climb.



For the church, coming down the Mount of Transfiguration leads directly into the season of Lent and a
journey that draws out more fully for us the implications of baptism. For Jesus, his baptism by John at
the Jordan was just the start of a journey to be fulfilled in all the ups and downs to come. This is how
transformation tends to happen—not when we insist on playing it safe, but when we dare to enter more
fully into life as it is. So, too, our baptism can be fulfilled only in the light of our mortality. God’s voice
on the mountaintop calls us not simply to behold God’s beloved Son but also to follow where Jesus
leads.

All this, however, is not meant to bring us down. Jesus’ transfiguration offers a glimpse of an even
bigger picture that includes both gravity and grace. It foreshadows what is to come: death—and
resurrection. This promise of new life is a bright cloud that leads the church now, as it did the ancient
Israelites, through the wilderness ahead.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community,
and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the revelation of Christ
transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the interdependence
of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict. Give wisdom to
negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are experiencing illness,
chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who grieve especially Chris Burchat,
Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara Kant, Glenda Panke, Marilyn
Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in long term care facilities and senior residences. In this
moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your healing touch.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive assurance of your love.
Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve you with reverence and joy. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of those who have died in
faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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