Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 8, 2026

Introduction to the day

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the
bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another
passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light
of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the
light of Christ.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us
the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness
of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that
results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4)

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul
continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity
involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of
the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - The Lamp Is Already Lit

“This little light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine” (ELW 677).
There’s nothing quite like the joyous call and response of a whole congregation singing together the
words of this beloved African American spiritual. The text and tune make it very hard to keep any
lamps under a bushel basket!

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls us to “let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Many congregations use
these words during the rite of Holy Baptism. But “Let your light shine” doesn’t imply that the light
belongs only to us or to the church. The first chapter of Genesis clarifies this. At the beginning of
creation, God speaks light into existence, making light God’s first gift to the whole world. In that light,



God creates everything, including humankind, which is made in the divine image, according to God’s
likeness.

Living in harmony with God’s word, letting our light shine with “good works” that glorify God, is not
about striving for perfection. Because God’s light has existed from the beginning, it is not something
we earn or achieve for ourselves. We don’t provide the spark that lights the lamp—it is already lit by
God. Our job is to let the light shine. To be light for the world, then, is to be none other than who we
have been from the beginning. Therein lies not only the fulfillment of God’s word, but also our own
fulfillment as God’s children and light-bearers in the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community,
and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind of Christ, that
our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to wholeness.
Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide those in
authority to govern with compassion, and bring peace to war zones, especially in Ukraine and other
countries that are fighting for their freedoms. We pray for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma,
discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving
especially Chris Burchat, Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara
Kant, Glenda Panke, Marilyn Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in long term care facilities
and senior residences. In this moment of silence or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your
healing touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our pastor, office staff, lay leaders,
and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the example of
Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith, trusting that we
also will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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