FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

! Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

?Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

6“With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

“Will the LoRrD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

¢He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 15
I LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2>Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart;
Sthey do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the
LORD.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against
the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
1The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '° For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who
believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2% but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2*but
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. 2?° For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is low and
despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, ?° so that
no one might boast in the presence of God. °°In contrast, God is why you are
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, °!in order that, as it is written, “Let the one
who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We
pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for
the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the
diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators,
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution,
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to
safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way especially Chris Burchat,
Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara
Kant, Glenda Panke, Marilyn Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in
long term care facilities and senior residences. In this moment of silence, we
name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your healing
touch. (Pause) Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and
for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model
love for their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed
humbly with you. Today, we remember our brother, Delmer Byers. Merciful
God,



receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in
Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.



