Third Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 25, 2026

Introduction to the day

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of
God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly
in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as
we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may
be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us with the
power of your Spirit, that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and
proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:1-4
A reading from Isaiah.

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, but
they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they
will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that
diminishes or oppresses them.

PSALM: Psalm 27:1, 4-9
The LORD is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1)

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord
arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying
word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation.

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the
nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples.

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY - Just How Near Is It?

This anxious question is as old as Christians’ faith: How near? How near is the kingdom of heaven? Near when
angels announce a holy birth. Now? Near when Jesus unrolls a scroll in the synagogue, declaring the acceptable
time. Now? Near when miracles of sight and sound and speech, bread and water and wine astound. Now? Near
when the Son of David trots into Jerusalem on a donkey, talks of paradise at Golgotha, abandons the tomb.
Now? Near when parades of calculations and predictions, numbering of days and decoding of signs make their
guesses. Now?

John the Baptizer, eagerly baptizing converts and then, if hesitantly, Jesus himself—John the broadcaster, on
behalf of a Savior for the world—gets arrested and executed. The hailed Messiah, Jesus, takes up residence in a



tiny fishing village in a land overtaken and occupied by an empire of corruption and death. It would seem—or it
should seem, if it does not—to anyone paying attention that the kingdom of heaven, if anywhere at all, was
nowhere near.

“Repent” was Jesus’ inaugural message. Such a hard thing for people enduring in the hardest of times to hear.
Repent of what, for what? By that time, ancient promises made in the name of God must have worn thin at best,
if they had not already been tossed out as defective. In how many ways had unreliable promises and hopes for
some heavenly kingdom been smashed in their collisions with each dawning day that proved to be just a copy of
the grueling one before it?

Repent. Turn around. Pursue life in another direction. A gutsy dispatch! But it caught fire. It spread. It drew
crowds because everywhere Jesus went, all through the everyday places of hard-hit dreams and suffering spirits
and pained bodies—exactly in those places—Jesus showed himself to be the heavenly good news that heals, the
joyful reason to repent of fear. So, welcome and become the kingdom of heaven now and here.

SERMON

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the
well-being of the earth, our home.

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the church in every land.
Deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise
stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ. Free any who are unjustly
accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for those in authority. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are sick especially Delmer Byers,
Chris Burchat, Natasha Gagnon-Burchat, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara Kant, Glenda Panke,
Marilyn Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in long term care facilities and senior residences.). We
pray for all who are affected by natural disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. In this
moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who need your healing touch. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a spirit of patience and
respect, that we may love one another as you love us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come at last into the communion
of all your saints in light. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s
loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 25)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING (WOV p. 53)
Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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