Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 11, 2026

Introduction to the day

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany,
Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a
light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit,
and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are
oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with
the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

A reading from Isaiah.

God’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the
servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to
the nations.

PSALM: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

A reading from Acts.

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good
news of God'’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of
Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly
as God’s child.

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - Resistance Movements

Herod plotting to kill. John at the riverbank. Peter in Jerusalem. Judas at the table. Thomas behind
closed doors. Nicodemus in the night. Family at home. Crowds in the streets. Quite a collection, but
merely a sampling of a much longer list. There are plenty in the pages of the scriptures, and in the
circles of our daily rounds: they—we—who are wannabe followers and wannabe saboteurs, the well-
meaning and the conspiratorial, neighbors we like, others we refuse to trust, family we put up with (or
don’t), coworkers we admire, mentors we respect, activists we fear, leaders we oppose. A lengthy list



indeed. And this is what is shared among such a collection of souls: people standing in the way of,
objecting to, arguing against Jesus. Road blockers.

Mystery floats in and over the murky baptismal ripples of the Jordan River. To this day, thousands
throng to wade in those waters to receive, to remember, to renew, to celebrate baptism. Jesus came
there too and was met by his cousin, the famous, wild, wandering baptizer, who tried to stop him. Make
of John’s protest what you will (humility, confusion, disagreement, panic, pride?), his inclination was
to prevent Jesus’ public repentance, Jesus’ plain-to-be-seen-and-heard turning away from the
expectations of the world order toward the divine imagination of God.

It is not always (more than likely rarely, though at times it surely is) evil intention that is the seed that
grows to oppose God’s invocation to take delight in merciful justice and breathe the spirit of
righteousness. We clash, as John the Baptizer clashed (how often?), with heaven’s hopes and blessings
for all that God created in goodness, even as we are unmindful of our own dissent.

It is for us, in our moments and ways of objecting, that God—ever mindful of us—parts heaven’s
clouds, that we might see and hear the way of God’s beloved Son.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community,
and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in mission. Uphold
our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken world.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an urgent desire
to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent retribution.
Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid
workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those seeking asylum or
in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill. We especially pray for
Delmer Byers, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara Kant, Glenda Panke, Marilyn Schneider,
Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in long term care facilities and senior residences. In this moment of
silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your healing touch. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by loving one
another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are homebound.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have gone before
us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING (ELW p. 114)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements:

Sunday, January 11%" - Baptism of Our Lord
10:30 AM — Grace — Holy Communion

Monday, January 12
9:00 to 3:00 — Grace Quilters
4:00 - Confirmation

Tuesday, January 13®
10:00 AM — Grace Bible Study

Thursday January 15"
9:00 — 11:30 — Toy Bus
10:00 — Grace Choir




Friday, January 15%
9:00 — 11:30 — Toy Bus Parents

Saturday, January 17
1:00 PM - Fairfield Worship

Sunday, January 18" — 2"d Sunday after Epiphany
9:00 M — Bonnechere — Holy Communion
10:30 AM — Grace — Holy Communion

From the Church Office: Could the former member of St. John’s, Augsburg with envelope # 146
please contact the
church office, 613-628-1392. Thank you.

Christian Unity Service at St James R. C. Church on Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 2:00 PM

Groups and Committees for Grace Lutheran Church — your reports for our Annual Meeting are due
the week of January 27®. Electronic copies are greatly appreciated.



