First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 30, 2025

Introduction to the day

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul
and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming.
Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no
more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what
we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.

LIGHT ADVENT WREATH

First Sunday of Advent

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.

You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world.
You show up in our lives at unexpected times.

Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival.
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour,
you hurry to gather all people to your peace.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

PSALM: Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1)

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s
coming in the future.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to
our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait
expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Advent Signs

Few things in life are as jarring as awakening to the shriek of a fire alarm. Of course, that is by design.
The safety of those gathered indoors calls for a blaring warning of impending danger so that all might
be delivered from harm. Jesus offers a similar signal to his beloveds today, begging us to pay attention
to the seriousness of the message he bears: Be ready! Keep awake! Pay attention to your surroundings!
Deliverance is coming soon!

Advent is a season of preparation, directing our focus toward the incarnation, toward Christmas, when
God becomes human and the weary world rejoices. Sometimes preparations take the form of
monthslong laborious planning, as we might do for an international trip or the renovation of a home.
Other times, preparations must happen immediately, within hours, minutes, or seconds. When a fire
alarm sounds, there’s no time to plan: We must act quickly, gathering what is most important to get to
safety together.

This first Sunday of Advent is a chance to take stock of what is most important in life, to attune our
spirits to the reign of heaven that God is birthing in our world. We may be unsettled by these gospel
images of the great flood and of field workers being disappeared. Such stories indeed may spark fear,
anxiety, and distrust. Yet God comes to be with us amid all the great uncertainties of life, amid the
atrocities of human violence, amid the worst of our losses and fears. Jesus reminds us that God is
always drawing near to the world, always extending mercy, always acting with love. Mercy and love
are Advent signs worth paying attention to, worth staying awake for. Be ready, beloveds, and fear not!
God’s deliverance is coming soon.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the
church, the nations, and the whole creation.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders,
teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for forests
and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and
transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or
despairing, especially Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Barbara Kant, Glenda Panke, Marilyn
Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom and those in long term facilities and senior residences.. Surround
all with care and consolation. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts,
those who need your healing touch. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray, show us
how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the
saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

BLESSING (ELW p. 221)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



