15th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 21, 2025

Introduction to the day

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we
have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By
God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from
evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

A reading from Amaos.

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel
led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not
tolerate such a situation.

PSALM: Psalm 113
The LoRrbp lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7)

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

A reading from 1 Timothy.

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such
as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the
single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended
by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and
diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - True Riches

Being stuck in unjust systems is exhausting. Perhaps they are designed to frustrate and impede any
efforts to undo their power. The manager in Jesus’ parable does what he can to make the most of his
precarious position, but his resolution still leaves a lot to be desired. Does the rich man remain in his
wealthy and powerful position? What about all the others who still owe the estate? Why does the
manager, and not the rich landowner who holds all the cards, become the object lesson?

It seems Jesus is getting serious here about our relationships with money, riches, and power: “You
cannot serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). That much is clear. But perhaps Jesus is drawing our
attention to the larger implications of God’s economy and what it means to lean on one another for the
sake of justice in our world. Luke’s gospel began with Mary’s song, after all, extolling the ways the
poor will be lifted up in the kin-dom Jesus brings. In this new reign, all resources are brought into the
service of those who need them most. Faithful living here and now might look different from what



we’re accustomed to when we consider what God has in mind, especially when we are used to
unhelpful contemporary mantras like “Might makes right” and “Winner takes all.”

True to Mary’s song, Jesus indeed turns our world upside down, which distresses those of us who
appreciate good order. But in the end, this turning does what is needed to make the world right. In our
world today, we may struggle with the forgiveness of debts and the redistribution of wealth, but Jesus
doesn’t. God brings the true riches of justice and love for all and will not fail to do what is needed to
make sure every last beloved person on earth has what they need to truly live.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of those who trample
on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and community. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that all people may
benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and
sustainability. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the benefit of all,
especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade them by your example of
generosity and compassion. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving the loss of loved
ones especially Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Wanda Neuman, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers,
Marilyn Schneider, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, and those in long term care facilities and senior
residences. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to surround them with your
healing care. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need
your healing touch. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible action, prioritizing
the needs of our community and sharing resources generously through our outreach and justice
ministries. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in praising your name.
Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of new life. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL



Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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