13th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 7, 2025

Introduction to the day

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to
Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can
be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”’—to choose life in God as our own.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

A reading from Deuteronomy.

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this
passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or
choose death by following other gods.

PSALM: Psalm 1
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3)

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21

A reading from Philemon.

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison. Paul
writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a
sibling in Christ.

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset
that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - What Is Most Important

When someone comes to be baptized, they are often joined by family and friends who gather around
the font and promise to love and support them as they grow in the faith. In the baptismal waters, God
does something wonderful and profound: God connects us with Christ’s saving grace. In this moment
we are made part of a new community that flows from God’s incredible love.

How dissonant it is to read Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel today with this sort of an occasion in
mind. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple” (14:26). How can hating family be a faithful
response to God’s divine grace and love? How can this be the way to live into the baptismal promises
of love and care?

We know that Jesus loves the whole world: every person, creature, and molecule reverberates with
God’s own heart. Scripture and sermons and songs of the faith proclaim time and again: we all are



recipients of God’s love! And when we are baptized, we are unapologetically claimed as God’s
beloved. Such belovedness is the very foundation of our identity in faith.

Perhaps we can take Jesus’ words here seriously without taking them literally: Christ’s love for us is
more important than even our closest ties to friends, family, or chosen family. Christ’s love is more
important than any paycheck we receive or how much cash we keep in our pockets. Jesus prioritizes
life-changing love over all other loyalties we might have. When we are baptized, our lives are grounded
in this countercultural compassion, justice, and care. Our relationship with God may indeed strain some
of our other relationships, but perhaps it is exactly the sort of love that renews our hearts and truly
transforms our world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love for all people.
Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, animals, and waters;
restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compassion to care for the
marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common good. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely especially Shirley Glickman, Donna L.
Hoffman, Cassie Jessup, Wanda Neuman, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn Schneider, Doug Sell,
Debbie Thom, Keith Weckwerth, and those in long term care facilities and senior residences.. May they
find healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to be your hands and feet in
the world. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need
your healing touch. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our hearts in Christ,
and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Today, we remember our brother
Danny Schultz. Surround them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving
embrace. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and F give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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