
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 24, 2025  

 

Introduction to the day 
Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for 

us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is 

doing. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 178) 

Let us pray.  

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers, we 

cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer 

because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14 

A reading from Isaiah. 

God promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will 

be rebuilt and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-8 

The LORD crowns you with mercy and steadfast love. (Ps. 103:4) 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29 

A reading from Hebrews. 

Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made possible 

in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a 

narrow reading of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include 

setting people free from bondage. 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE  -  Break the Rules 

Have you ever encountered a rule or regulation that just didn’t make any sense to you? What did you 

do? Did you follow the rule, or did you break it? And if you broke it, did you tell anyone that you did? 

Or did you quietly chafe against the norm? 

In the reading from Luke for today, we find Jesus preaching in the temple on the day of rest and, 

seemingly on a whim, deciding to break the rules in front of everyone. The outrage of some people in 

the crowd might have come honestly, of course. Practicing their faith was a serious matter, and for 

many that meant carefully following the rules. 



For many people today in our own communities of faith, following the rules is still a serious matter. 

But what if the rules prevent God’s love from being shared or prevent grace from being shown? What 

if the rules effectively exclude rather than include? 

God’s loving grace is wild and free, overcoming obstacles and breaking through boundaries. Death 

cannot stop God’s resurrecting love. Locked doors cannot stop the risen Christ. And today we see that 

not even religious rules can or should limit God’s freeing grace. 

Our gospel reading for today doesn’t invite us to break the rules per se, but it does invite us to look at 

the rules, especially those related to our faith, and to think critically about them. How do the ways we 

organize ourselves and our communities extend God’s grace and love, and in what ways might they 

prevent God’s love from being shown and shared? 

The God seen in Jesus intends to free humanity from the things that bind us. We see that clearly in 

Christ, who not only preaches God’s grace but publicly reaches out with that same grace to heal and 

help and love. Even if it means breaking some rules. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom to bishops, synod 

councils and staff, and congregation leaders as they pursue a more just and equitable church and 

society. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains to parched places and 

relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the resolve of world leaders 

and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so that all persons may experience abundant life. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love, receive the cries of all who are bent 

over under the weight of addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness especially Shirley 

Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Cassie Jessup, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn Schneider, Danny 

Schultz, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, Keith Weckwerth, and those in long term care facilities and senior 

residences. Manifest your healing presence in their midst. In this moment of silence we name out loud 

or in the quiet of our hearts those you need your healing touch. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders with creativity to aid this 

assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who gather here to be nourished and 

renewed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



With all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give thanks and bless your holy name. As they now rest 

from their labors, guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign, which can never be 

shaken. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them; 

through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

BLESSING  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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