The Holy Trinity
Sunday, June 15, 2025

Introduction to the day

“O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Today we celebrate the holy Trinity. Paul
writes that through Jesus we have peace with God, whose love pours into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the gracious One-in-Three, eternal Three-in-One, as we worship in
community; as we share water and word, bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and hope to our
neighbors.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power,
majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31

A reading from Proverbs.

In the Bible, wisdom is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes divine. Often, wisdom is
personified as feminine. In this passage, Woman Wisdom is depicted not only as the first creation of God, but
also as God’s helper, rejoicing in God'’s creation, especially in human beings.

PSALM: Psalm 8
Your glory is chanted above the heavens. (Ps. 8:2)

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-5

A reading from Romans.

Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we have peace with
God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God that we experience through
Christ’s Holy Spirit.

GOSPEL: John 16:12-15
Jesus’ ongoing presence with the disciples will be made known through the coming Spirit who will guide them
and communicate to them Jesus’ will and glory.

THE HOLY TRINITY - Beyond the Known Limit

Telescopes provide a whole new way to see the cosmos, and over the centuries since their invention, we have
expanded our understanding of the known universe. For example, we keep increasing our estimate of just how
many galaxies are out there. In another hundred years, that number will no doubt be even greater. Will we ever
find a fixed boundary?

We might view love as we do the universe. We might experience a limit to love today, but as we embrace the
truth that God is love, we continually discover another truth: there is no limit to love. Jesus says all is contained
in the two great commandments—love God, and love neighbor as self.

On Pentecost, the church was given the profound gift of love by the Holy Spirit, flowing and very much alive.
The church is encouraged to dive deep into that love, to experiment with and experience the reality of love, as
shown to us by the God who created us.

One practical way to know God’s love is to acknowledge there is so much more to learn about it. We allow for
the possibility of infinity in how God expresses love, whether for the person we see in the mirror or for the
person who angers us the most.



The Trinity is often shown in ancient art as the Holy Triune gathered around a table in deep and honest
conversation. This conversation began way before the beginning, continues in the present, and lives
forevermore. The ancient art often offers the viewer a space in the holy circle for one more person. That “one
more” is each one of us.

When Jesus says, “I have many things to say to you” (John 16:12), we give thanks that at the holy table, the
triune God invites us to sit together and then gifts us with all the time in the universe for each one of us to listen
to the loving words God has to say.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and
all creation.

Abiding God, your love pours into your whole church, creating faith and bestowing hope. Fill all the baptized
with these good gifts in our various callings. Gather your church in every place and expression into the unity of
your Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creating God, your name is majestic in all the earth, and we are filled with awe at your creation. Renew this
planet and all its wonders: springs abounding with water, earth and soil, beasts of the field, birds of the air, and
fish of the sea. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you delight in the whole human race. On this week of Juneteenth, bring an end to racial
oppression and heal the wounds of racial trauma. Grant us your wisdom, so that all people, especially those in
authority, work for the life and freedom of others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Compassionate God, your mindful care for us is everlasting. Give peace to all who are troubled, endurance to
all who suffer, deliverance to all who are afflicted, and healing to all who are sick especially Shirley Glickman,
Donna L. Hoffman, Cassie Jessup, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn Schneider, Danny Schultz, Doug Sell,
Debbie Thom, Keith Weckwerth, and those in long term care facilities and senior residences. In this moment of
silence, we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need you healing touch. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Living God, your glory appears in our shared life. On this Father’s Day, give to all fathers and father figures
gentle hearts and strong spirits, heal the wounds in our families, and comfort those for whom this day brings
pain. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, your hope does not disappoint. We give you thanks for all who have died in the hope of the
resurrection. Hold us in our grief, and bring us at last to fullness of life in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.



Thanks be to God.
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