Sixth Sunday of Easter - Sunday, May 25, 2025

Introduction to the day

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a
vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power
beyond human imagination.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your
tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 16:9-15
A reading from Acts.

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the
business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism
provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

PSALM: Psalm 67
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)

SECOND LESSON: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
A reading from Revelation.

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in
this new city, God'’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and
moon.

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach
Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will
experience a peace that overcomes fear.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - Graduating in Faith

This is a season of celebration—in the church, to be sure, but also in the lives of families who eagerly
anticipate graduation ceremonies. Graduations can happen at any time of life, either in the formal sense or in
the many informal ways humans commemorate transitions into new phases of life. For many of us, however,
May and June are Graduation Central, with all the excited hoopla that implies.

When a child graduates from a school or program, parents face the bittersweet transition of letting go. The
high school senior may leave home for college, the military, or independent employment; the college
graduate may head off toward the myriad adventures of adulthood. Even the newly minted preschool alum
eagerly anticipates the broader fields of big-kid school and greater independence.

Amid the excitement, pride, fear, and uncertainty, those who have cared for these loved ones—parents,
mentors, teachers, and others—hope their voices will travel with the grads. Remember, child, what we have
taught you. Remember who you are. Remember whose you are.

How fitting, then, that at this time of year the church reminds itself that God feels the same way about us.
God wants the voice of the Spirit to travel with us. God sends us the Advocate—one who will stay with us



even when Jesus physically returns to his Parent. In baptism, we have graduated into lives in Christ that may
take us to unpredictable places. In this world of uncertainty, however, we trust that, as Jesus assures us, we
need not be troubled or afraid. The One who reminds us who we are, and whose we are, is always with us.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation between people of
different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors, that we learn and grow in deeper relationship.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and encourage communities
developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony with your good creation.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect refugees, asylum-seekers,
and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe for both migrants and
residents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or addiction. Support
caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or
struggling especially Linda Boland, Shirley Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Cassie Jessup, Bill Lorbetskie,
Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn Schneider, Danny Schultz, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, Keith
Weckwerth, and those in long term care facilities and senior residences. In this moment of silence, we name
out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your healing touch. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember all who have died in military service. Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support
systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world
might cease. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ. Today, we remember our sister Jeila
Martinat. Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, #+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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