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Worship Plan for Sunday, March 30, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Introduction to the day

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put
away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy
are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the
father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism
clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12

A reading from Joshua.

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous manna
that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness
wandering to an end at Gilgal.

PSALM: Psalm 32
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD. (Ps. 32:11)

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All
mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong
message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he
receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believes it is his obedience
that has earned his place in the father’s home.

GOSPEL MESSAGE - Getting to the Fat Calf

Whatever you think of, however you feel about this story, don’t fool yourself into believing that it is all about
a party. Pie-in-the-sky piety skims the fat and squeezes the fruit out of the parable, reducing a teaching about
what is wildly prodigal to a mere morality play.

Here’s the bulk of the story: abandonment, longing, waste, famine, then hunger, humiliation, and dishonor,
dying in pig dirt, shame unto pleading, resentment, sore bitterness . . . loss in every direction. Loss and
falling—from comfort and certainty, respectability and character; from pleasure into pain, well-being into
misery. Jesus told this agonizing, heartbreaking, undignified, lowdown, vanished-hope story for a reason.
Jesus knew what life can be like. He recognized the deep ravines of loss and the gullies into which we fall. It
doesn’t look as if the story begins in those sad places, but it surely lands and sits there for a while, the kind of
sedentary existence that is too much like an awful eternity.
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A father, bereaved and insulted (Was he not the parent he hoped, thought, intended himself to be?), is left
gazing into an empty distance. A child disappearing (Why such urgency to run from his birth home?) is left
in disgrace. A child dutiful, hard at work, utterly dependable (How had he come to feel so cheated, denied of
love?) is left mucking in thick refusal.

And while itisso ... And thoughitistrue. ..

Suddenly, or maybe it’s eventually, the story becomes larger. The story collides with gospel. The late
preacher and theologian Frederick Buechner observed, “The gospel is bad news before it is good news.”
Jesus knew how we fail the world and how the world fails us. Jesus was a truth-teller, the whole truth: rags
and robes, pigpen and dance floor, defiance and embrace, but no pie-in-the-sky piety. Instead, a festive roast
in the oven! That’s how grace behaves.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile us to yourself, guide us
also in your way of reconciliation that through confession and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your
church may bear witness to your love. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought and sunshine to places of
flooding, that the produce of the land may again support life. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. Give leaders the courage to
put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and time, and to work for the well-being of all. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion. Embrace all who are far from
home or estranged from loved ones, and all who live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek
forgiveness. Give comfort to those suffering in body, mind and soul, especially Linda Boland, Shirley
Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Cassie Jessup, Bill Lorbetskie, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn
Schneider, Danny Schultz, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, Keith Weckwerth, Elaine Yourth, Stephanie Yourth,
and those in long term care facilities and senior residences. In this moment of silence, we name out loud or
in the quiet of our hearts, those who need your healing touch. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless the work of disability
ministries, and multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of Jesus be extended to all.
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died. We thank you for their lives and entrust them into
your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal peace are found. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads
us from death to life. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

BLESSING (ELW p. 221)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
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Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222)

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



