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Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 12, 2025

Introduction to the day

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass
through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly,
and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7

A reading from Isaiah.

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems
them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.

PSALM: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17

A reading from Acts.

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently
baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the
Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that
he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - Filled with Expectation

At the beginning of the Epiphany season, we encounter John the baptizer, serving people who
are filled with expectation. Curiosity is the birthplace of expectation. Many people were curious
about whether John might be the expected messiah. They were hopeful that the dreams of their
people were about to be fulfilled by this strange and solitary prophet.

Sometimes we are exuberant when our expectations are fulfilled. We know this feeling when a
new baby is born, a family member graduates from college or attains a new job, or a summer
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vacation is around the corner. Other times, we are devastated by unfulfilled expectations—when
a loved one dies in hospice, a pink slip is given at work, or a house is foreclosed.

Expectation can lead to great happiness or to depression. John’s followers’ expectations were
correct but misplaced. John redirected their hopes to Jesus, who would baptize them with the
Holy Spirit and with fire.

In what ways can we joyfully expect God’s good work in our own lives? Have we put our hope
in people or things guaranteed to disappoint us? How might life be different if we put all our
hope for the future in the good plan of God?

At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens opened and a dove descended. Then God spoke these life-

changing and transformative words: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased”
(Luke 3:22).

When we were baptized, God spoke words like these over us as well. As creations made in
God’s own image, we are innately beloved and pleasing to God. May this truth change how we
navigate through the world and fill us with joyful expectation for God’s good plan to come.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized
and equip people sent to proclaim the good news. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and
oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and
provincial legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve
all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing treatment, or
recovering from surgery. We especially pray for Linda Boland, Sandra Gagnon, Shirley
Glickman, Donna L. Hoffman, Claude Jeannotte, Cassie Jessup, Bill Lorbetskie, Glenda Panke,
Barry Rogers, Marilyn Schneider, Danny Schultz, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, Ron Thom, Keith
Weckwerth, Denita Wolfgram, Elaine Yourth, Harold Yourth, Stephanie Yourth, and those in
long term care facilities and senior residences. Accompany individuals and families affected by
addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. In this moment of
silence we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who need your hearing touch. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on
behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors
near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer.
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You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us
with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed
among the people. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and spread the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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