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Worship Plan for Sunday, December 29, 2024
First Sunday of Christmas

Sunday, December 29, 2024

Introduction to the day

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple, both growing
in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues,
“let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your word,
that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in the light of
your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God'’s service, Hannah visits him every year when she and her husband
Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains
favor in the sight of all.

PSALM: Psalm 148
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:12-17
Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon arising from the
baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of

Christ.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52

Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful
adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and
mission.

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS - Wandering Away

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that [ must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49).
Such bold questions for a tween Jesus to press upon his worried parents! Clearly Mary and Joseph face some
significant challenges as they sort out how to parent the Son of God.

If you were to wander away from your travel companions in an unfamiliar city, where would they find you?
Might you duck away in search of a bookstore or a café or a particular type of museum? Would you gravitate
toward a public park or cathedral or riverbank? Might you return to your room for a nap?

We can question the wisdom of wandering away from one’s group without giving notice. But perhaps we can
also empathize with Jesus’ desire to meet his spiritual needs, and with the attraction of a place his spirit feels
most at home. He takes himself somewhere he can draw close to God.

We also might identify for ourselves those times and places our spirits feel most at home, the practices in
which we draw close to God in unique and personal ways. We can do this alone or with others. We can do
this in explicitly sacred spaces; often, we find what we need in communal worship, shared ritual, and the
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study of scripture. We may also crave nourishment from art, nature, literature, music, rest, creative outlets,
silence, movement, meditation, tears, and laughter . . . so many things.

Throughout his adult life, Jesus will regularly separate himself from groups to rest and pray because these
things refresh his soul. What places and practices renew your spirit? How can you create the space you need
for such prayer, reflection, and rest? How can you become as attuned to the needs of your inner life as Jesus
was to his?

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries of your church. Guide
Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith
formation and curiosity. God of grace, receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines, penguins and parrots,
and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its
inhabitants. God of grace, receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this holiday season. Accompany
those who are alone or ill especially Linda Boland, Ken Fulford, Sandra Gagnon, Shirley Glickman, Donna
L. Hoffman, Claude Jeannotte, Cassie Jessup, Bill Lorbetskie, Glenda Panke, Barry Rogers, Marilyn
Schneider, Danny Schultz, Doug Sell, Debbie Thom, Ron Thom, Keith Weckwerth, Denita Wolfgram,
Elaine Yourth, Harold Yourth, Stephanie Yourth, and those in long term care facilities and senior residences.
Console parents and children whose relationships are strained or severed. In this moment of silence we name
out loud or in the quiet of our hearts, those who need you healing touch. God of grace, receive our prayer.

For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us
in love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace, receive our prayer.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks. Draw us all into everlasting
praise and joy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

DISMISSAL (WOV p. 53)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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