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11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 4, 2024

Introduction to the day

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of
his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign,
Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to
him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent him.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied.
Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a
A reading from 2 Samuel.

God sends the prophet Nathan to rebuke King David for his abuse of power in taking Bathsheba and
killing her husband, Uriah. Confronted with his sin, David repents. This sin, however, marks the
beginning of troubled times in David’s family.

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness. (Ps. 51:1)

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 4:1-16
A reading from Ephesians.

Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry
whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body.

GOSPEL.: John 6:24-35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the
countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
What Are You Longing For?

In a world filled with seemingly endless options and an overload of information, it can be hard to know
what we really want, and even harder to know what we actually need. As a society we are perhaps
more mobile and more connected than ever. For those with a certain level of privilege, opportunities
abound for careers, for education, for travel. Many of us own more stuff than we can reasonably use or
even store in our homes. And yet, our collective mental health and overall well-being might be worse
than ever. What are we missing? In a society of excess, what needs are going unfulfilled? What are we
still longing for?
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The crowds didn’t seem to know what they were longing for either. They came to Jesus seeking more
loaves of bread (a fair request!) but missed their deeper need: spiritual nourishment. They asked for the
thing that could satisfy their hunger pangs, but almost missed out on the food that could transform not
only their lives but the whole world. They almost settled for the “food that perishes” when they were
being offered the Bread of life.

Jesus recognizes our hunger and offers himself as the ultimate nourishment for our deepest needs. Jesus
is not fooled by our distractedness, our quick fixes, our tendency to gravitate toward things that will
never truly satisfy. He seeks us out, offering his body for our sake— our ultimate sustenance, giving us
all we need for the journey ahead.

The distractions in our world are many, so we need to be reoriented regularly to Christ’s gift for us. We
celebrate this gift each time we gather at the communion table to receive Christ himself: bread that
fulfills our deepest longings for relationship with God and one another. Nourished with this gift of life,
we, too, are sent forth as bread for a world in need.

THE PRAYERS
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

O Wise One, your wisdom has been present in this world since its beginning. Pour out your wisdom
into the hearts of the whole church, especially the newly baptized, lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and
bishops. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Holy God of all creation, you are the source of all life. Where the sun blazes hard and strong, bring a
gentle breeze. In the places experiencing the cold of winter, bring your warmth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, help government leaders of this world unite for peace and justice. Humble all who
hold authority, that power is directed toward a more just society. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Bread of life from heaven, you feed us. Fill all who hunger with needed nutrition and open our hearts to
eliminate hunger in this world. May we see a day when all are fed. You care for us in times of needs or
illness. We especially pray for Sandra Gagnon, Karen Weigold, Keith Weckwerth, Shirley Glickman,
Marilyn Schneider, Denita Wolfgram, Stephanie Yourth, Christopher Yourth, Linda Boland, Glenda
Panke, Debbie Thom, Donna L Hoffman, Walter Hobden, Harold Yourth, Doug Sell, Danny Schultz,
Erna Schruder, Bill Lorbetskie and those in long term care facilities and senior residences.

In this moment of silence we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who need your healing
touch. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O Wisdom of truth, help us to understand your will for the church. Be with congregations experiencing
transition, redevelopment, and the exciting yet frightening path of newness. May your wisdom be
found at every step. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Redeeming God, we give you thanks for the lives and witness of your saints now departed. Bring your
beloved into eternal glory, opening wide the gates to the heavenly banquet. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping. Amen.
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BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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