Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 21, 2024

Introduction to the day

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority.
The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it
means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we
shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12

A reading from Acts.

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the
resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim
salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.

PSALM: Psalm 23

"The LoRD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

“The LoRD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

*Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24

A reading from 1 John.

Jesus’ death on our behalf'is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with
others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s
commandments.

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his
sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.



GOSPEL MESSAGE
Always Room for One More

When Jesus says “I am” in the Gospel of John, he unlocks a new perspective on his love. In today’s
reading, when Jesus declares, “I am the good shepherd,” we can imagine our Lord caring for us and
guiding us. We picture ourselves as his sheep. It’s reassuring to hear that we aren’t alone to navigate the
dangers and challenges of this world. We have a loving shepherd who is looking out for us.

Jesus loves us so much that he goes above and beyond the shepherd’s role as a caretaker. He gives up his
own life so our sins can be forgiven and we can receive eternal life. That’s what being a good shepherd
means—having such a close relationship with the sheep that the shepherd will stop at nothing to protect
them. The shepherd will lay down his own life so his sheep can have life.

When we hear Jesus’ promise to be our good shepherd, we must not miss his commitment to gather up the
sheep that aren’t yet part of his flock. They, too, will listen to Jesus’ voice. Responding to his loving call,
they will become part of the one flock that follows Jesus as their good shepherd, their Savior, and their
Lord. No matter how many sheep are already jostling for space, there is always room for one more. Just
like there is always room at our holy communion table for one more person to eat the bread, drink the
wine, and receive the gifts of God’s mercy and grace. We can always squeeze closer to the sheep around us
to let one or more sheep enter Jesus’ flock, thankful that the flock is growing and that we get to listen to
the loving voice of our good shepherd, together.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need of good news.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another. Empower our
church in ministries around the world to worship and serve alongside global companions as equal partners
and coworkers in the gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, researchers, conservation
organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards
of the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen
to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to use such power for good.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, victims of domestic
abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised immune systems. We especially pray for
Sandra Gagnon, Karen Weigold, Keith Weckwerth, Karen O’Day, Shirley Glickman, Marilyn Schneider,
Denita Wolfgram, Stephanie Yourth, Christopher Yourth, Linda Boland, Glenda Panke, Harold Yourth,
Debbie Thom, Donna L Hoffman, Walter Hobden, Gary Churchill and those in long term care facilities
and senior residences. In this moment of silence we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who
need your healing touch. Guide communities to actively care for people who are vulnerable. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us away from things that
distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated,
and on the margins. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith. Today we remember our sister Irene Churchill.
Strengthen us to share the good news in our own day. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love;
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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