Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
Sunday, March 31, 2024

Introduction to the day

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty
tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s
death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good
news with all the world. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name
would reach out to all people.

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the
crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the
Risen One in the preaching of this faith.

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.

GOSPEL MESSAGE

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY
It’s Not Over Yet

When you think back over your favorite books, do you remember the endings? If the story leads to a
satisfying conclusion, even if the plot twists and turns, the writer keeps our attention. When we commit to
a book, we put a lot of faith in the author to tell a good story and to wrap up their tale in a way that makes
sense. When the ending is unclear or unbelievable, we wish we hadn’t invested so much time in their book.

When Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome brought spices to Jesus’ tomb, they
thought they knew the ending of his story. Jesus’ death on the cross brought his ministry to an abrupt
conclusion. There was nothing left to do but show their devotion by anointing him with spices. How
surprised the women must have been to hear that Jesus’ story hadn’t ended after all! He had been raised.
He was going ahead of his followers to Galilee. They would see him again!



To us, this story of Jesus’ resurrection is familiar, so we hear it as good news. For the women, though, it
was terrifying. This wasn’t how they expected Jesus’ story to turn out. They had seen him die on the cross,
and now they were being told he was alive? They didn’t know what to make of this twist in Jesus’ story.
They were so afraid that they fled.

The women ran away because they were shocked when the story didn’t turn out the way they expected.
But soon they would learn that this was a happy ending: Where they had seen death, God made a way for
new life! What seemed like the conclusion was actually a beginning. It was the dawn of a new day, a
resurrection day. As followers of Jesus, we don’t know what our future holds or how our stories will end,
but we can trust that Jesus is alive. He goes ahead of us, leading us into a future full of God’s love and
grace.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need of good news.

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is persecuted, protect it. Where
the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the church is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody
Christ’s love in the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with branches lifted in praise
and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim Easter hope. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities from occupation,
exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower peacemakers and all who work to end
violence and strife. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away the stones that keep
people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life and hope into people struggling to make it
through each day. We pray for We pray for Sandra Gagnon, Karen Weigold, Keith Weckwerth, Karen
O’Day, Shirley Glickman, Marilyn Schneider, Denita Wolfgram, Stephanie Yourth, Christopher Yourth,
Linda Boland, Peter Howell, Glenda Panke, Mark Bimm, Harold Yourth, Irene Churchill, Debbie Thom,
Donna L Hoffman, Walter Hobden, Doug Holly, Gary Churchill and those in long term care facilities and
senior residences. In this moment of silence we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who need
your healing touch. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our midst. Feed us at your Easter
table and fill us with your wisdom, that we may serve and care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death. Renew our trust in your promises, that
we live with joyful courage and compassion. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love;
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING (ELW p. 183)
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.



The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 183)
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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