
Second Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, February 25, 2024 

 

Introduction to the day 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s 

promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul 

says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where 

there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham 

receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the 

means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

A reading from Genesis. 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple 

that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring 

forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 

A reading from Romans. 

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 

through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing 

children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is 

to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will 

travel. 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Hope against Hope 

Paul tells us that Abraham hoped “against hope” (Romans 4:18). Many of us know this feeling. The 

injustices in our world, the damage we see in the environment, and the wounds we bear in our own souls 

can all seem like too much. The promises of redemption poured out in baptism sometimes seem so far 

away. 



Amid this reality, we hear Jesus teach that he “must” suffer, die, and rise again. To Peter this sounded like 

foolishness. If the Messiah were rejected, how could the salvation they longed for ever come? But Jesus 

insists that to deny this is to reject “the things of God.” Why must it be so? 

Because of God’s great love. Jesus must suffer because he will do everything that needs to be done to 

rescue God’s world from sin and death. He will endure rejection, torture, and even death. He “must” do 

this because the world’s brokenness is that deep. We don’t need better teaching or stronger motivation. We 

need rescue from powers greater than ourselves. He will bear the burden of sin and death in his body to 

release us from their grasp. Love drives him to this full extent of mercy. 

And in the mystery of God’s grace, Jesus will die. But he will be raised again. And his death and 

resurrection set us free from sin and death’s power. We can hope, even in the most hopeless of 

circumstances, because Jesus has passed through all the evils that threaten us and emerged triumphant. In 

Jesus, our sins are forgiven, the world’s injustices will not last forever, and everything broken will be made 

gloriously new. Until then, he gathers us around the life-giving word and gives himself to us in a holy 

meal. He leads us on our cross-shaped journeys of dying to sin to discover true life. And he sends us forth 

to share the good news of God’s mercy with a world longing for hope. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and 

a world in need. 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit poured out in 

baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to our bishops, pastors, 

deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a changing climate. 

Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that generations 

to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 

 

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any who experience 

hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O 

God.   Your mercy is great. 

 

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war and violence. 

Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and console the 

bereaved especially Sandra Gagnon, Karen Weigold, Keith Weckwerth, Karen O’Day, Shirley Glickman, 

Marilyn Schneider, Denita Wolfgram, Stephanie Yourth, Christopher Yourth, Linda Boland, Peter Howell, 

Glenda Panke, Mark Bimm, Harold Yourth, Jane Godin,  Irene Churchill, Debbie Thom, Donna L 

Hoffman, Walter Hobden, and those in long term care facilities and senior residences.  In this moment of 

silence we name out loud or in the quiet of our hearts those who need your healing touch.. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase our trust in your 

guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire us by their example 

until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 



 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
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